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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Roach-US Patent # 3882729. As to claims 1 , 18, 19 and 20, Roach 
discloses a pipetting method of operating and device including tip (23), plunger 
(27), tip removing mechanism with remover element (ejecting sleeve 61), ramp 
member (cam lobes 69,67,71) which are rotatable, with ramp surfaces having 
high and low points, see figs. 1-4 and col. 2, lines 64 et seq. and notably col. 5, 
lines 23-45 for the method of removing the tip. Further, it is noted that Roach 
does not specify a circular-forming ramp surface. However, given the depiction 
of figs. 3 and 4, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to have recognized that the lobes are in a circular shape 
and form such that they could be designated as having a "circular-forming ramp 
surface" since they are in such a form. As to claim 12, each side of the ramp of 
the lobes appear to have a single segment. As to claim 13, the lobe 67 have 
vertical sections on the side, note fig. 3. As to claim 14, note the complementary 
shape of lobe 71 of actuator 65. As to claims 15, 19 and 20, Roach fails to 
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disclose a motor for rotating the ramp but rather employ manually causing 
rotation. Usage of a motor as an alternative to manual manipulation is old and 
very well-known. Therefore, it is considered to have been a matter of design 
choice obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
have included a motor as an alternative to manually rotating in order to reduce 
fatigue of the user. As to claim 16, note figs. 2-4. As to claim 17, note rotation 
as depicted in fig. 2 as compared to the movement of the remover. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 11-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. In claims 1 1-20, all instances of 
"it" or "its" such as on lines 3 and 8 of claim 1 1 , line 2 of claim 1 3, line 1 of claims 
14 and 16, lines 3 and 8 of claim 19 and line 8 of claim 20. On line 4 of claim 19, 
provided should not be hyphenated. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Nashmiya S. Fayyaz whose telephone 
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number is 571-272-2192. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Hezron E. Williams can be reached on 571-272-2208. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/N. S. FJ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2856 



/Hezron Williams/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, 
Art Unit 2856 



